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« A Proclamation concerning Tobacco, 


Hereas Our Commons, aſſembled in Our laſt Seſsions of 33 


ment, became humble Petitioners vnto Us, That foꝛ many waightie 
n reaſons, much concerning the welfare of our Kingdome,andthe Trade 
| thereof, we would by Our Royall power vtterly pꝛohibite the ble of all 
MW foꝛreigne Tobacco, which is not of the growth of Our owne Domintons; 
2 And whereas we haue vpon all occaſions made knowen Our diflike, we 
< haue euer had okthe vſe of Tobacco in generall, as tending to the toꝛrup⸗ 
| | tion both ofthe Health and manners of Our ptople, and to that purpole 
haue at ſeuerali times heretofoꝛe pꝛohibited the planting of Tobacco, both in England and Wale:,1s vts 
terly vnkit, in reſpect of the Climate, to cheriſh the ſame foꝛ any meditinall vſe , (which ts che onely 
good to bee appꝛooued in it;) And at other times haue allo pꝛohibited the diloꝛderly trading foz To: 
bacco, into the parts beyond the Sras, as by Our ſcucrall Pꝛotlamations, publiſhed to that pur⸗ 
poſe, it may appeare. Meuertheleſſe, becauſe We haue beene earneſtly and often impoꝛtuned by ma⸗ 
ny ok Our louing Subiects, Planters and Aduenturers in Virginia, and the Sommer lllands, and lately 
by Our Commiſſioners fo Virginia, that Mee would bee plealed to take into Our Royall care that 
part of Our Dominions, by Our Royall authoꝛitie, and by the induſtry of Our lopall Subiects, 
added to the reſt of Our Empire, fo: the pꝛopagation of Chꝛiſtian Religion, and the caſe and benefice 
ofthis populous Realme, and to conſider, that thoſe Colonies and Plantations, are pet but in their 
infancie,andcannot be bꝛought to maturitie and perfection , bnleſſe We will bee pleaſed foꝛ a time to 
tolerate vnto them the planting and ventingof the Tobacco, which is, and ſhall be of the growth of 
thoſe Colonies and Plantations; we, taking into Our Pzincely couſideration theſe, and many other 
impoztant rcaſonsof State, haue beene graciouſly pleaſed to condeſcend to the deſires and humble 
petitions of Our louing Subieets in this behalfe. 
And therefoꝛe Wee doe by thele pzeſents ſtraitly charge and command, That no perſon whatſoe⸗ 
ner, of what degree oz qualitie ſotuer, doe at any time hereafter, impoꝛt, oz cauſe to be impoꝛted from 
any part beyond the Seas, oꝛ out of Our Kingdome of Scotland, into this Our Realme of England, oz 
Dominion of wales, oz into Our Realme of Ireland, any Tobacco, which is not okthe pꝛoper growth 
ok the Plantations of Virginia, and the Sommer Iſlands, oꝛ one of them, vpon paine of fozfciture vnto Us 
of all ſuch Tobacco ſo to be tmpozted,contrary to the true meaning ofthele pzcſcuts, in whole hands 
ſoeuer the lame ſhall bee found, and vpon ſuch further paines and penalties, as bythe Lawes and 
Statutes of theſe Our Realmes, oz by the ſeuerity oꝛ tenſure of Dur Court of Starre- chamber, in 
either ofthoſe Kingdomes reſpectiucly , may be inflicted vpon the offendozs, foꝛ contempt of this 
Our Royallcommand , and to be reputed and taken as enemies to Our pꝛoteedings, and tothoſe 
Plantations which lo much tonterne Our Honour, aud the honour and pzofit of theſe Our King- 
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donies. And we further will and command, vpon the penalties afozeſaid , that from hencefoozth, 
no perſon oz perſons whatſoeuer,p2eſume to ſow ſet, oꝛ plant.o2 tauſe, oꝛ permit, oꝛ ſuffer to be ſowed, 
let, oꝛ planted,in any of his oꝛ their grounds, any Tobacco whatſoeuer, within theſe Our Realmes 
of England, o Ireland, 02 Dominion of wales, oꝛ any Iſles oz places belonging thereto,02 permit, oꝛ ſuf- 
fer any old ſtocke, plant, oꝛ roote of Tobacco fozmerly ſet, ſowed, oz planted, there to continne, not 


plucked vp and vtterly deſtroyed, contrary to the tenour and true meaning of a foꝛmer Pꝛoclamati⸗ 
on,made and publiſhed by Us to that purpoſe , bearingdate the thirticth of December, in the le- 


uenteenth peere of Our Reigne of England. 


And Wee further ſtraitly charge and command, vpon the paines and penalties afozeſaid, That 
no perſon whatlotuer pꝛelume to buy,o2 ſell any Tobacco, which from hencefo2th ſhall be impozted, - 


02 bought from any the parts beyond the Stas, oꝛ from Our Realme of Scotland, which is not, 02 
ſhall not be of the pꝛoper growth of the Colomesafo:cſaid, of Virgi rinia, And the Sommer Iſlands, 02 one 
ofthem. And becauſe We vnderſtand, that ſome, who intend their owne pꝛiuate, moꝛe then the pub⸗ 

lique, conteiuing it to bee pꝛobable, that we would grant the petition of Our Commons in Parlia- 
ment, to pꝛeuent the effect therof, haue lately impoꝛted letcret v, and by ſtealth, great quantities of foz- 
reigne Tobacco, foꝛ Which they haue papd no Dublidie,o2 other duety vnto Us; we further will 
and command, vnder the patiiez and penalties afozeſatd, that no perſon whatlocuer, from and after 
the fiue and twentieth day of March, now next enſuiug, pꝛelume to (cll,02 offer, oꝛ put to ſale with- 
in theſe Our Realmes oz Dominion, auy Tobacco, which hath been foꝛzmerly impozted into this 
Realme, which is not of the pꝛoper growth of the Colonies, oꝛ Plantations afozcſaid, oꝛ one of 
them, noꝛ that any perſon Whatſocuer, willingly and knowingly, take, oz vſe any Tobacco from, 
and after the firſtday of May, now next enſuing,whtch is not, oꝛ ſhall not be of the pꝛoper growth of 


the laid Colonies, oz Plantations, 02 one of them. Bet, becauſe the ſaid foꝛreigne Tobacco may not 


lie on the hands ofthe owners thereof , Wee are graciouſly pleaſed , that at any time, within foꝛty 
dayes after the laid fine and twentieth day of March, ſuch fozreigne Tobacco may be freely expoꝛted 


by any perſon whatloeuer, without paying any Subſidie oz other duety foꝛ the ſame. And becauſe | 


no man ſhall pꝛetend ignoꝛante, andtherby endcuour to excuſe his offence in any of the pꝛenuſſes, 
Wee doe further charge and command, and doe hereby (igmific and declare Our will and pleaſure to 


be, that all and euery perſon and perſons, Merchant oꝛ other, who vleth to ſell, 02 hath any purpoſe 


to ſell Tobacco, who haue in his, oz their hands, cuſtodie oꝛ poſſeſſion, oꝛ in the hands,cuſtody 02 pol: 


ſeſſion of any other by their deliuerp oꝛ to their vſe, any Tobacco heretofoꝛe impoꝛted into this Our 


Realine , oꝛ planted, ſet, oꝛ ſowen within this Nealme, ſhall befoze the twentieth day of October, 
now next comming, bzing the lame into Pur Cuſtome-Houle, within Our Citie of London, if ſuch 
Tobacco be within fine miles of Pur laid Citie, oꝛ if luch Tobacto be in any other Citie, Towne, oz 


plate, within this Our Realme of England, oꝛ Dominion of wales, oz Realme of Ircland, (hall bing 


the ſame tothe Towne-Houle, oz other fit place, which ſhall be to that purpoſe appointed by Us, in 
that Citie oꝛ Coꝛpoꝛate Towne ,ncereſt vnto which the laid Tobacco ſhall bee, and ſhall befoze the 
firſt day of December,now next comming, there require and cauſe the ſame tobe marked and ſcaled 
by ſuch perſon oꝛ perſons,and with ſuch Seale and Marke, as we ſhall thereunto aſſigne oꝛ appoint 
fo: that purpoſe,without giuingany fee oꝛ allowance foz the ſatd Seale o2 Marke, and whatſocuer 
Tobacco ſhall not be ſealed o2 marked, as afoꝛeſaid, within the ſcuerall times afo:cſaid, ſhall be con- 
fiſcate # fozfeited vnto Us foꝛ ſuch their default and contempt, And foꝛ the auoiding of all deceit and 
abuſe in diſginſing of foꝛreigne Tobacco, oꝛ mingling the ſame with the Tobacco of Virginia oz the 
Sommer lilands, thereby to defraud the true intent of thele pzclents, we further ſtraitly charge # tom 
mand, vnder the paines and penalties afozclaid, That no perſon, who is, oꝛ (hall be a ſeller of Tobac- 
to, ſhall haue, oꝛ keept ready cut, aboue the quantity of one pound of Tobacco at once, noꝛ ſhall min- 
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gle any foꝛreigne Tobacco, with any Tobacco of the growth ofthe sommer Lands, oꝛ Virginia. 
And Wee ſtraitly charge and command, that all the planters of Tobacco in the Colonies afoze- 
ſaid, oꝛ any part thereof, ſhall make the ſame good and merchantable , and ſhall not pzeſume to ſend 
ouer into this our Realme of England, any Tobacco, which ſhall not be good and merchantable, and 
well made vp in rolle without ſtalkes oꝛ other bad oꝛ cozrupt ſtuffe, vpon paine of confiſcation there- 
of, oꝛ ſo much thereof, as vpon due triall made, all be found to be otherwiſe, to the intent that ſuch 
of Our Subiects as ſhall deſire to vle the ſame, may not be abuled, oz deteiued therewith, to the im⸗ 
pairing of their health. And to the intent that the Tobacco of the Colonies, and Plantations afoꝛe⸗ 
laid, thus tolerated by Us, may be knowen and diſtinguiſhed, krom ſuch as ſhall be ſecretly, and 
without warrant bꝛought in by ſtealth ; we doe likewiſe ſtraightly charge and command , vpon the 


paines and penalties afoꝛeſaid, That all ſuch Tobatto, as ſhall be bꝛought from the Colonies afoze- 


ſayd, ſhall be all bꝛought and landed at the Key of Our Cuſtome-houſe ,in Our Citie of London, and 
not elſewhere, in any of Our Realmes oꝛ Dominions, and ſhall be there regiſtred, and ſhall not bee 
remooued from Our ſaid Cuſtoine-Honſe , vntill it ſhall bee there firſt tried , ſealed, and marked, by 
ſuch perſon oꝛ perſons, ⁊ with ſuch Seale oꝛ Marke, as wWelhalltherennto aſſigne and appoint , ſuch 
Scale oꝛ Marke to be ſet thereto, without Fee, oz other reward whatſocucr, And Wee doe further 


ſtraitly charge and command, vpon the paincs and penalties afozeſaid, That all owners of ſhips, 


be carcfull to imploy ſuch Maſters in their ſhips, o2 other veſſels, from whom they will take good 
caution not to offend in the impoꝛtatiou of any Tobacco,contrary to this Our Ropallpleaſure. And 
We doe further ſignifie and declare by thele pꝛelents, that We wilrequire an exact accompt of the Ba- 
ſter ofcuery hip, oꝛ other veſſell, that hee ſhall makeſuch diligent and carefullſearch, oner the Mar- 
riners and pallengers in his ſhip, oꝛ other veſſell, that none of them ſhall tonueigh ouer into theſe 
Our Realmes of England, oz Ireland, oꝛ Dominion of Wales, 02 into any Poꝛt, Hauen, Crecke, oz other 
parts thereof, anv Tobacco to bee impoꝛted contrary to the true intent and meaning ok thele pꝛe⸗ 


— 2 


ſents: And that Our Customers, oꝛ their deputies, in euery Poꝛt ok thele Our Realmes of England, 
and lreland, ſhall, vpon oath, examine euery Maſter of a ſhip, oꝛ other veſſell, oꝛ other 'Officers and 
Marriners in the laid ſhip oꝛ veſlell, whether they haue made ſearch in the laid ſhip oꝛ veſſel, foꝛ To⸗ 
bacco, and whether any Tobacco bee in the laid ſhip oꝛ vellell, to their knowledge, and whether any 
Tobacco were laden in the ſaid ſhip oz vellell, and bee taken out thereof, and what is become of the 
ſame: And ik any Maſter ofa ſhip,oz other veſſell, ſhall wilfully, oz negligently permit, o ſuffer any 
Tobacco to be impoꝛted, oꝛ ſhall otherwiſe offend,contrary to theſe pꝛeſents, euery ſuch Maſter (be⸗ 
cauſe it is in his power to pꝛeuent the lame) ſhall alſo be aulwerable vnto Us koꝛ his contempt here- 
in, and ſhall be ſubiect,+lyable to all the paines and penalties afoꝛeſaid, aſwell as if he himſelfke had ac⸗ 
tually and purpoſely committed the laid offente. And whereas Wee are inkoꝛmed, that lome traders 
in Tobacco, doe vſe to impoꝛt Tobacco in foꝛreigne Bottoines; Wee ſtrictly charge and command, 
that no perſon whatlocuer, either Stranger, Deniszen, oz naturall boꝛne Subiect, pꝛelume to impoꝛt 
any Tobacco whatſoeuer in any fozreigne Bottoine,at any time hereafter, vpon pain of confiſcation, 
notonely of the ſaid Tobacco, but allo ofthe ſhip,o2 veſſell, wherein the lame is lo impoꝛted and vpon 
the other paines and penalties afoꝛeſaid. | 

And fo2 the better execution of Our pleaſure herein, Wee doe hereby command all and ſinguler 
Cuſtomers, Comptrollers, Searchers, Waiters, and other Offiters, attending in all and enery the 
Poꝛts, Creckes,o2 plates of lading oꝛ vnlading foꝛthe taking, collecting, oꝛ reteiuing of any of Our 
Cuſtomes, Sublidies, oꝛ Dueties to take notice ofthis Our pleaſure: And We do Hereby command, 
and gine power and authoꝛitie vnto them, and euerr of them, from time to time, alwell to ſearch any 
chippe, oꝛ other veſſcll,02 Wottome, riding oz lying within any Poꝛt, Hauen, oꝛ Creeke, Within their 
ſeuerall charge ofattendance, foꝛ all Tobacco impoꝛted, contrary to the intent of this Our Royall 
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Pꝛotlamation; and the ſame being found, to ſeize and take to Our ble, and allo to take nofice of the 
names, and appꝛehend the bꝛingers in and buyers of the ſame, to the end they may reteine condigne 
puniſhment foꝛ their offences , vpon paine, that euery ofthe ſaid Offiters, which ſhall bee found neg- 
ligent, remille oz cozrupt therein, ſhall loſe his place and entertainement , and vndergoe ſuch paines 
and penalties, as by Our Lawes,0; by the cenſure of Our ſaid Court of Starrechamber, may be in⸗ 
flicted vpon them foz the ſame. 

And we doe likewiſe, will, oꝛdaine, and appoint, that it ſhalland may bee lawfull, foꝛ ſuch perſon 
oꝛ perſons, as ſhall be thereunto authoꝛiʒed and appointed, by him, oꝛ themſelues,o2 his, oꝛ their Des 
puty oz Deputies, with a lawfull Officer to ſearch any ſhippe, oz other veſſell, and to enter into any 
ſhoppe, houle, ſeller, warehouſe , oꝛ other ſuſpected places, at lawfull and conuentent times, and 
there to learch, diſcouer, and find out any Tobacco, impoꝛted, vttered, ſold, oꝛ vented, oꝛ to be vttered, 
old, oꝛ vented, not marked oz ſealed, as afoꝛeſaid, contrary to the true meaning hereof, and all ſuch 
Tobacco ſo found, to ſeiʒe, takeaway , and diſpoſe of, and the owners thereof, oꝛ in whole tuſtody 
the ſame ſhall be found to infoꝛme and complaine of, to the end they map reteiue puniſhment , acco2- 
ding to our pleaſure befoze herein declared. 

And further, We doe by thele pꝛeſents, will and require all and ſinguler Matozs, Shtriffes, Juſti- 
tes of Peate, Bapliffes, Conſtables,Headbozoughs.Cuſtoimers, Comptrollers, Searchers, Waiters, 
and all other Our officers and miniſters whatlocuer, That they, and cueryof them in their ſeueral 
plates and Offites, be diligent and attendant in the execution ot this Our Pzoclamation , and allo ay⸗ 
ding and aſſiſting vnto ſuch perſon and perlons, and his and their Deputies and Aſſignes, as We lhal 
ſo, as afoꝛelaid, authoꝛiſe and appoint, aſwell in any ſearch foꝛ diſcouery of any act oz acts to be perfo2- 
med contrary to the intent of thele pꝛeſents, as otherwiſe, in the doing oz exetuting of any matter oꝛ 
thing, foz the accompliſhment of this Our Royall command. And further , Our will and pleaſure 
ts, and we doe hereby charge and command Our Attourney generall, fozthe time being, to inkoꝛme 
againũ ſuch perſons in Our Court of Starre chamber, from time to time, whole contempt anddiſe- 


bedience againſt this Our Royall command, ſhall merit the cenſure of that Court, and to pꝛoſetute 


euery ſuch tnfozmation ſpeedily æ effectually, vntill the ſame ſhalbe bzought to ſentente. And Our plea. 
ſure andcommand is, that all the Tobacco,which vpon any ſeizure ſhall become foꝛfeited, ſhall bee 
b:oughtto Our Cuſtome houle, next adioyningto the Poꝛt, oꝛ plate where the ſame ſhall be ſeized. 


where the ſcizo: thereof ſhall deliuer theſame to Our vſe,and the ſame ſhal be fooꝛthwith burnt, con- 


ſumed and deſtroyed; but the offendoꝛ, befoꝛe hee be diſcharged, ſhall pay to the party, who ſerzed the 
ſaid Tobacco, the one Halfe of the true value thereof : And chat ſuch perſon oz perſons, whom wee 
(hall appoint, ſpecially by Dur Pꝛiuy Seale to take care and charge of the erccution of Our plea- 
ſure inthe pzennſles, hall haue the one halfe ofall the Fines , to bee impoſed vpon enery offendoꝛ a, 
gainſt this Our Pꝛoclamation, foꝛ their encouragement to be diligent and fatthfull,in,and about the 
the perfozmancc of that ſcrnice, we ſhall ſo commit vnto them. 


Giuen at Our Honour of H ampton Court, the nine and twenticth day ' of September, in the two & twentieth 
yecre of Our Reigne of England France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the eight and fiftieth. 


God ſaue the King. 


Imprinted at Lins by Bonham Norton and Iohn Bill, Prin- 
ters to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 1624 | 


